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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Staatsburg, NY - February 2, 2011  
     Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance is pleased to announce that the Hoyt House ("The Point") 
in Staatsburg, NY has been awarded a $320,000 Save America's Treasures matching grant 
from a partnership of federal agencies administered by the National Park Service. The Hoyt 
House grant is the largest for a New York State project in the 2010 SAT grant round. Other 
projects receiving SAT grant awards for 2010 include the New York City Ballet Film Archives, 
Buffalo's Trinity Church, the restoration of Thomas Edison's tinfoil recording and the Robert and 
Cornell Capa Collections of the International Center of Photography in New York City.

     The grant will be used to help restore the decayed exterior of this important example of 
Calvert Vaux's design work in the Hudson Valley. Alan Strauber, President of Calvert Vaux 
Preservation Alliance, which serves as the Friends Group for the Hoyt House, is pleased that 
the house is receiving such long overdue recognition at a national level. "The Hoyt House is a 
prime example of Vaux's application of the English picturesque movement in America, 
embodied in the marriage of the landscape design and architecture of this important site," 
commented Strauber. CVPA is proposing an adaptive reuse of the house as a multi-function  
facility, which would include an educational resource center as well as a venue for conferences 
and events, among other uses. Plans for the grounds include its restoration to  a self - 
sustaining agricultural operation, much as it functioned in the late nineteenth century. 
     The Hoyt House in Staatsburg was designed by Calvert Vaux in 1855 for Lydig Munson 
Hoyt, heir of a wealthy New York City merchant. and his wife, Blanche Livingston Hoyt. New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation assumed ownership in 1962, 
intending to replace the structure with a public swimming pool. in close proximity to the grounds 
of the Mills Mansion. Due to public outcry to spare the house, plans for a swimming pool were 
abandoned. The house has remained vacant for nearly 50 years, a victim of neglect and 
vandalism. It is located within Margaret Lewis Norrie State Park, in close proximity to the 

Staatsburgh State Historic Site, also known as the Mills Mansion.
     Calvert Vaux's reputation has long been overshadowed by his design partner, Frederick Law 
Olmsted. Yet, it was Vaux who invited the less experienced Olmsted to participate in formulating 
the Greensward Plan, which would become Manhattan's Central Park. The park's many bridges, 
tunnels and structures are directly attributed to Vaux. He and his assistants also designed the 
original structures of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of Natural History, as 
well as collaborate with Olmsted on designing Prospect Park and Fort Greene Park in Brooklyn 
as well as Downing Park in Newburgh. Vaux was also the architect of many residences 
throughout the Hudson Valley, including Frederic Church's Olana in the city of Hudson. 

        Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization and is the 
Friends Group of the Hoyt House. Central to CVPA's mission is the full restoration of the Hoyt 
House and its grounds, with an overall commitment to the preservation of the architectural and 
landscape design legacy of Calvert Vaux and his contemporaries, particularly in the vicinity of 
New York State's magnificent Hudson River Valley Region.

     Save America's Treasures grants are awarded to federal, state, local, and tribal government 
entities, and non-profit organizations through a competitive matching-grant program
administered by the National Park Service. The grants are awarded for preservation or 
conservation work on historic sites and cultural artifacts deemed to be of national significance. 
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