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Hoyt House or “The Point”

Staatsburgh, NY

Overview - When Calvert Vaux designed the Hoyt House or “The Point” in 1855 for a wealthy heir of a New York merchant and his wife, a Livingston family member, he never could have imagined that this beautiful structure and its deliberately landscaped grounds would eventually lay vacant for over four decades and fall into a state of deterioration. It has somehow withstood the natural elements during the years, yet it is in desperate need of stabilization and renovation. 

     Today, this vacant house still stands, in the center of the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area, and owned by New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, who aggressively acquired the building and its grounds in the early 1960s. They have left it neglected and unused ever since, even though it is located within Margaret Lewis Norrie State Park, adjacent to the Mills Mansion estate at Staatsburgh. The Hoyt House remains a testament to the significance of Calvert Vaux’s body of work and the influence of the English picturesque movement on nineteenth century American building and landscape design. Vaux’s legacy includes his masterful co-design of Central Park, his work on Frederic Church’s Olana, Prospect Park, the original Metropolitan Museum of Art and Museum of Natural History, the landscape architecture of Wilderstein and other significant building and landscape designs throughout Greater New York and the Hudson Valley Region. 
     The Hoyt House or “The Point” is a masterwork that distills the essence of the nineteenth century Romantic architecture and landscape styles that have made the Hudson River Valley celebrated and known throughout the world. This important picturesque Gothic Revival residence, uniquely constructed using bluestone quarried from its grounds, deserves to claim its rightful place among Vaux’s other valuable work in New York State.
Designations – “The Point” has been named to the Preservation League of New York State’s 2007 Seven to Save List – a formal announcement will be made in April. It has also been nominated for National Historic Landmark status, currently pending with the U.S. Department of the Interior.

Adaptive Reuse – Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance has formulated a plan whereby, with the participation of NYSOPRHP, the building would benefit the rich academic and historic environment of the Hudson Valley by serving as a center for the study of landscape and building architecture of the region,  as well as a resource center for the general history of New York State and the Hudson Valley. Considering the myriad of academic institutions in the Hudson Valley Region, a series of seminars, administered between CVPA, OPRHP and quite possibly Hudson River Valley Institute of Marist College, Hudson River Heritage and Preservation League of New York State, would be conducted in a variety of subject  areas. Interested faculty members from academic institutions located in the Hudson Valley Region down to Manhattan will be invited to participate. A scholar-in-residence program will also be implemented for those interested in using the idyllic environs and solitude of the Hoyt House to further their work. In addition, a main room in the Hoyt House could be devoted to an exhibition displaying the history of historic preservation accomplishments of OPRHP through the years, open to public tours conducted by designated personnel.
Project Logistics - An important first step would be to commission an updated adaptive reuse study, considering the last evaluation was undertaken in 1993 by Jan Hird Pokorny, Architects and Planners. A collaboration of the Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance and the building’s owners, OPRHP, could initiate this study, immediately followed by implementing needed stabilization and renovation work on the Hoyt House, the dependent buildings and landscaped grounds. Preservation work would be performed in compliance with OPRHP preservation specifications, replicating Vaux’s original materials and designs as closely as possible. The most recent details of necessary work are available as mentioned in the Pokorny study yet, assuredly, additional work will be necessary as of April 2007. For the main house alone, work needed in 1993, and still needed, include the replacement of the slate roof, stabilization of the house’s rear exterior wall, reconstruction of missing porch and chimneys, exterior masonry and brownstone repairs, new electrical, plumbing and, probably, heating systems and restoration of floors, among other needed exterior and interior work. The dependent buildings require similar efforts in varying, but lesser, degrees.
Hoyt House and Dependent Buildings
Hoyt House – 7,455 sq ft

Coach House/Stables – 5,140 sq ft
Five – Bay Garage (with living quarters) – 2,495 sq ft

Cow Barn – 3280 sq ft

Small Garage – 160 sq ft
Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance has been formed for the principal purpose of stabilizing and restoring a Calvert Vaux designed masterwork of architecture and landscape design, the Hoyt House or “The Point,” in the midst of the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area. The Alliance is also interested in preserving other Vaux works that require similar efforts. 
Contact –                Alan Strauber, President

                               Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance
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                               845 – 527 - 6122
