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Richard Chianella grew up in Little Neck, NY and lives in Rhinebeck where he maintains a 
digital darkroom studio and photo art gallery.   A graduate of the Germain School of 
Photography in 1980, he has created photographs for over 35 years. He has won many 
awards for his work and has exhibited widely. Discovering nature through digital 
photography has become an extension of his life and love of nature. It allows him to 
capture and appreciate the Divine Intelligence, beauty, strength & fragility of the natural 
world that surrounds us. pictureframingunlimited.com 
 
 

   
 

 
Monica d. Church thinks of herself as a painter with a camera. She earned an MFA in 
Painting from the University of Kentucky. While always having a camera nearby, she 
began focusing on photo based images in 2000. She now has photographed in over 26 
countries. Her interest is in transitional spaces. She lives in the City of Poughkeepsie 
watching and making photos as spaces transform, like the Old Snoops Boxing Gym into 
the Poughkeepsie Trolley Barn. Recently turning her eye to the former site of the Hudson 
Valley State Psychiatric Center that has been empty over 15 years and may finally be 
demolished in favor of new economic development. monicachurch.org 
 
 

   
 
 

Liz Cooke was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY. While a student at The Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, WA, Liz and her childhood friend Annelise Orleck received a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities to produce an oral history of Brighton 
Beach, Brooklyn. This resulted in the book, The Soviet-Jewish Americans, and the Brighton 
Beach chapter in Jews of Brooklyn. Most recently Liz's photographs of low-wage workers 
and activists appeared in the book, We Are All Fast Food Workers Now by Annelise Orleck. 
Liz’s work has been featured in numerous exhibitions and publications, including Salon, 
the Guardian and the Conversation. Liz is the co-founder of Abandoned Hudson Valley 
(with Andy Milford), a photographic exploration of the abandoned and neglected places of 
New York’s Hudson Valley. She divides her time between Brooklyn and Rhinebeck NY, 
where she is a psychotherapist in private practice. photos.lizcooke.com 
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Julie Corbalis is a New York-based singer-songwriter who also loves old buildings and 
often snaps shots of them. She has performed her own music as well as classic covers 
since 1996. She has recorded six albums to date: two with her band Jules & The Family 
(Jules & The Family, 2005; Border Radio, 2007), three as a solo performer ("Old Flames 
And New Names," 2008; "Songs In A Bottle," 2013, and the 2016 release "What's Up 
With This Heart?") and one as a collaborative effort with other local musicians 
(Backwoods Jupiter Presents Bob Dylan's Desire, 2011). juliecorbalis.com 
 
 

   
 
 
 

Gabriel de la Portilla is an interior designer, photographer and artist based in the 
Hudson Valley and NYC. His aesthetic sense honed by his design work permeates his 
photography. He is always conscious of creating photographs that are not only 
interesting but simply beautiful as well. portilladesign.com 

 
 

   
 

 

Pieter Estersohn is a leading photographer of architecture and interiors. His work 
regularly appears in major shelter magazines, including Architectural Digest, and he has 
contributed to many interior design and lifestyle books, among them Charlotte Moss’s 
Rizzoli publications. Most recently, he was author and photographer for Life Along the 
Hudson: The Historic Country Estates of the Livingston Family. He serves on the Boards of 
Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance and Clermont State Historic Site; he currently chairs 
the latter. art-dept.com/photography/pieter-estersohn/4962/ 
 
 

   
 

 
Upon retiring as a faculty member at SUNY Ulster, Anita DeFina Hadley began a 
passionate pursuit of photography.  This, coupled with an extensive world-wide travel 
schedule, has taken Anita and husband Jim, already seasoned travelers, to distant lands 
and amazing photographic destinations.  She has had numerous photos published both 
locally and internationally, including in a number of area calendars over the years, and 
she has shown her work in a number of local exhibitions. Founder of the Ulster County 
Photography Club, she is also a member of Arts Society of Kingston (ASK), where she is 
an active participant and volunteer. She and Jim live in Port Ewen.  
AnitaDeFinaHadley.zenfoloio.com   
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Born in Sleepy Hollow, NY, Nikki Hung grew up in the Hudson Valley. She has 
pursued a range of mediums and methods, including illustration, painting, 
ceramics, graphic design and photography. A freelance graphic designer and 
illustrator with her company Cute Core Designs, Nikki serves on the Board of 
Directors of The Dutchess Art Association/Barrett Art Center where she has 
volunteered since 2013. In 2019, she became Gallery Director for 
Womenswork.Art, a new art gallery promoting under-the-radar and emerging 
female artists in the Hudson Valley. She has recently focused primarily on 
photography, especially themes of nature, “people watching”, Taphophilia (love of 
cemeteries), and Tombstone Tourism. Her work has been exhibited in New York 
City and throughout the Hudson Valley. She currently lives in Poughkeepsie, NY 
with her husband Tony, their daughter Ava, and their dog Davey. nikkihungart.com 
 
 

   
 

 
Shaill Jhaveri has been the head of design for leading US corporations, and has moved 
seamlessly between costume and fine jewelry throughout his career. He is the recipient 
of two DeBeers Diamond Today Awards, an Intergold Award from the World Gold 
Council, two awards from the Gem and Jewelry Export Promotion Council of India and a 
Design Scholarship from Tiffany and Company at Parsons School of Design. His jewelry is 
in the collection of the Brooklyn Museum of Art. A native of India, he lives and works in 
New York City and has a Calvert Vaux-designed home in Kingston, NY. shaill.com 

 
 

   
 
Andy Milford was born and raised in England. Influenced by his father, who worked out 
of an ad hoc darkroom in the family bathroom, Andy became a prolific photographer. 
This developed into a passion that wears out on average one camera per year. Favoured 
subject matter includes urban exploration, abandonment, street art, Americana, 
reflections, and anything that casts an interesting shadow. Still an avid photographer, he 
has recently been distracted by stenciling and larger wall murals.  He’s a joint founder of 
Thou Art gallery in Kingston, which showcases local artists in pop up locations, and co-
founder of Abandoned Hudson Valley, a photographic showcase of the Hudson Valley’s 
numerous abandoned haunts. His work has been published in South Korea, England and 
the US. After many years in the Hudson Valley, Andy recently relocated to Riverhead, 
Long Island. andymilford.com 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.barrettartcenter.org/
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Landscape photographer Eric Miller is co-owner of Journey Inn Bed & Breakfast in Hyde 
Park. He has lived in Brooklyn, New England, and the Monterey Bay area of Northern 
California, where he was inspired to do landscape photography in the land of Ansel 
Adams and Edward Weston.  journeyinn.com 
 
 

   
 
 
Born in Milano, Italy, Paolo Nigris is a biomedical software designer for whom fine 
art photography has always been an important part of life. Fascinated by photography 
for as long as he can remember, he reached a turning point in 1978 when he had the 
privilege of working with Ansel Adams. At that time he also presented his first personal 
exhibition at Stanford University. Paolo’s works have appeared in many publications and 
exhibitions. He believes that sharing the photographer’s vision with the viewer is the 
most important quality in a photograph.   
 

Always in search of a different point of view, an original location, Paolo is in sync with 
Imogen Cunningham’s statement, “Which of my photographs is my favorite? The one I’m 
going to take tomorrow.” He recently began exploring drone aerial photography. Now, 
as FAA certified pilot, he scouts new locations and tests new and unusual points of view. 
He believes aerial photography can reveal a different descriptive meaning of human 
interaction with nature and that using a drone can unlock a completely new way to see 
the world… a newfound way to evoke an emotion.  paolonigris.com 
 
 

   
 
 
Doug Nobiletti began his photography studies in 1973. In 1979, he founded a specialty 
commercial photo studio offering conventional retouching and color transparency 
processing to Christie's and Sotheby's auction houses. He has worked with many well 
known photographers, including Pete Turner and Ryszard Horowitz. A specialist in large 
format (8”x10”) film assembly, Doug worked with Adobe in 1993 to help finesse 
Photoshop for the Windows platform.  A Hudson Valley resident since 1996, Doug raised 
a family and restored several historic properties. A member of the Board of Directors of 
the Barrett Art Center from 2002 to 2011, he served as President from 2004 to 2006. He 
is presently enjoying landscape photography as a passion. 
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Multimedia artist, curator and lecturer Franc Palaia works in painting, sculpture, 
photography, artist books, public art and music. He has shown in over 350 group 
shows and 40 solo exhibitions, including Metropolitan Museum of Art, Whitney 
Museum and LA Museum of Contemporary Art. Awards include the Rome Prize, 
Polaroid Sponsorship and Puffin Foundation and L. Comfort Tiffany grants. He has 
curated over 45 group exhibitions in the US and in Italy. His work is in the collections 
of the Museum of Modern Art, Brooklyn Museum, New Museum, Salvador Dali-Gala 
Fundacion and American Academy in Rome, as well as private collections including 
Diana Ross, Billy Name and Ron English. His murals and photos have appeared in 
Hollywood and documentary films and on WNBC TV and the Discovery Channel. From 
2007-2011, Franc produced and served as on-air host for Arts Focus on Time Warner 
with an audience of 200,000. Collaborations have included Annie Liebovitz, Robert 
Wilson, Salvador Dali, Crash, Daze, Basquiat, and Ron English.  
 
 

   
 

 

Alexandre J. Petraglia has been photographing the architecture and landscapes of the 
majestic Hudson valley for the past half-decade. He most enjoys exploring and 
documenting untouched and abandoned places. He also shoots commercial and real 
estate photography. This is his first public show. He lives in an old farmhouse in 
Kinderhook, New York. iamalexandre.com 
 
 

   
 
 

Tina Reichenbach is founder and owner of Richbrook Conservation, a small, independent 
architectural conservation firm serving owners, curators and architects on historic 
landmark buildings. Her work on Keramos Hall in Greenpoint, Brooklyn received New 
York Landmark Conservancy’s Lucy G. Moses Preservation Award in 2013. 
richbrookconservation.com 
 
 

   
 
 

Thomas Rinaldi grew up in the Hudson Valley near Poughkeepsie.   He is co-author of 
Hudson Valley Ruins:  Forgotten Landmarks of an American Landscape, published by 
University Press of New England in 2006, and author of New York Neon, published by 
W.W. Norton in 2012.  His photographs have appeared in the New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal, New York Post, New York Observer, Westchester Magazine and CNN 
Online, and have been exhibited at the Municipal Art Society of New York and the New 
York State Museum in Albany.  He holds degrees from Georgetown University and 
Columbia University. He has worked for the National Park Service, New York State Office 
of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation and Central Park Conservancy.  Rinaldi 
currently works as an architectural designer in New York City. hudsonvalleyruins.org 
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David Rocco is an award-winning photographer of some of the Hudson Valley’s most 
important historic restoration projects.  Photos from his pictorial essay documenting 
construction of the new Tappan Zee/Governor Mario Cuomo Bridge are featured at the 
bridge’s six rest stops and have been exhibited at libraries and galleries throughout the 
region.  His photograph of the demolition of the prior Tappan Zee Bridge is under 
consideration for a Pulitzer Prize. His images of the destruction from Hurricane Sandy 
were entered into New York City permanent records. His work has appeared in 
numerous publications, including Engineering News Record and Civil Engineering 
Magazine.     coyoteroc@verizon.net 
 
 

   
                                 

 
Heather developed a love of photography in college where she helped manage the 
darkroom in the art department. Her early interests included abstract art, family and 
scenic views. She continues to photograph abstract images, capturing the timeless raw 
beauty of the world. A world-wide traveler, her best travel companion is her camera, 
which never tires of crawling through back alleys to take photos from every possible 
viewpoint. She especially loves photographing the Hudson Valley, her home, and the 
many architectural wonders of the area. Heather was born and raised in Woodstock, NY 
and currently resides in Rosendale, NY.   
 

   
 
 
 
Robert Stevens Professor of Photography, School of Visual Arts; instructor, Visual Studies 
Workshop. Studied History of Visual Culture at SUNY Buffalo. Archivist: Time-LIFE Picture 
Collection. Photography Editor: TIME Magazine 1979-2006; Archivist: Sotheby's Auction 
House Photographs. Urban Anthropologist:  Author of Yvon's Paris; Unintentional; 
Evidence.   robertflaneur.com 
 
 

   
 
 
Kelly A. Thompson has been one to notice everything around her from the tiniest 
minutia to the end result of formed relationships initiated by design or coincidence. She 
observes that the placement of physical objects in juxtaposition to their surroundings 
can give context to varied interpretations. It is these interpretations that she wants to 
frame through the lens to ultimately document and encourage a new perspective for the 
viewer. distractedbyart.com 
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John A. Verner is a fine art, commercial, and stock photographer with Getty Images 
and iStockphoto. He has had over 12 solo shows in addition to participating in numerous 
open and juried exhibitions. His work has appeared in hundreds of publications, 
magazines, newspapers, calendars, websites, etc. In addition, he is a presenter at various 
camera clubs and arts organizations. John has a degree in Fine Arts from Philadelphia 
College of Art and the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. He lives in Rhinebeck, NY.  
 
 

   
 
 

Karl J. Volk was born in Brooklyn, NY, in 1932. He grew up with family in World War II-
era Germany, living for a time in the house of the painter Adelbert Hock and dates his 
interest in art to that time. In 1947, Karl returned to the US where he received a BA in 
Art Education from Brooklyn College in 1955. His teachers there included Mark Rothko, 
Burgoyne Diller and Kurt Seligman. He earned a Masters degree from NYU in 1962 and 
later continued painting studies at Barrett House and Woodstock School of Art. Karl is 
the curator for the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie. He is working to 
establish an Art Repository where artwork from senior artists can be securely stored, 
viewed and made available for sale and as a teaching and study collection. 
 
 

   
 

 
Andy Weitzer has a Zen-like approach to nature photography. By entering a mindless 
state and through a practice of almost infinite patience, Weitzer is able to focus on 
elements that most people take for granted and capture the cycle of nature in 
unexpected ways. “Essentially, nature is eternal,” Weitzer says. “Humanity on this planet 
may disappear through our mistakes and self-delusion, but nature will endure through 
regeneration, becoming all the more magnificent without our intervention.” 
 
 

   
 
 
For Judy Winter, photography has been a life-long passion. Taking pictures since she was 
17 has made her an astute observer of cloud formations, breathtaking sunsets, bugs, 
bees, birds, and flowers; She is especially drawn to water in any way it presents itself. 
She takes her camera wherever she goes.  judybmwinterphotography.com 
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Robert Yasinsac is co-author with Thomas Rinaldi, of Hudson Valley Ruins: Forgotten 
Landmarks of an American Landscape, and author of Briarcliff Lodge (Images of 
America). Yasinsac and Rinaldi's photography and architecture exhibition Hudson Valley 
Ruins was on view at the New York State Museum 2016-2017. "40 Hudson River Bricks" 
from Yasinsac's brick collection was part of ArtsWestchester's 2018-19 exhibition “Brick 
by Brick: The Erie Canal & the Building Boom.” A Westchester County resident, Rob has 
photographed ruins and endangered architecture for nearly 25 years, having first 
documented forgotten and neglected buildings for photography class at Irvington High 
School. Rob works for Historic Hudson Valley in Sleepy Hollow where he is the 
Operations Manager. hudsonvalleyruins.org 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 
Technology artists JoAnn and David Zimel are the owners of Animal Plaid Artworks in 
Highland NY. Through their love of art, David's computer expertise and the need to see 
what's around the next corner, they take the captured image and re-imagine its reality. 
In addition to capturing what they see, the Zimels also do custom work. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

Thank you for supporting Calvert Vaux Preservation Alliance! 
Please visit us at calvertvaux.org  
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